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MEMORANDUM 

TO: The Honorable Members of the State Board of Education 

FROM: Joy Hofmeister  

DATE: May 21, 2020  

SUBJECT: Donation  

Pursuant to 70 O.S. § 3-104 (12), the State Board of Education is authorized to accept and 

provide for the administration of any land, money, buildings, gifts, donations or other things of 

value which may be offered or bequeathed to the schools under the supervision or control of the 

Board. This includes but is not limited to donations of gifts, money, or any other tangible item to 

assist with providing professional development, training, seminars, etc. to schools and/or school 

staff. In accordance with Oklahoma State Department of Education’s sponsorship/donation 

acceptance policy, the acceptance of such donations must be accepted and approved by the State 

Board of Education.  

Attached is a letter from the Williams Foundation to provide a $50,000 grant to the Oklahoma 

State Department of Education. This grant expands professional development efforts in 

Oklahoma schools interested in utilizing the free and open resources of OpenSciEd. OpenSciEd 

is an organization that provides high-quality science instructional materials aligned to college 

and career standards. This funding will allow the Oklahoma State Department of Education to 

provide professional development to 300 educators during the summer of 2020 and 300 

educators during the summer of 2021.  

Attachment 
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April 24, 2020 

Ms. Tiffany Neill 
Oklahoma State Department of Education 
2500 North Lincoln Avenue, Suite 316 
Oklahoma City, OK  73105 

Dear Ms. Neill: 

The Williams Foundation is pleased to provide a $50,000 grant to Oklahoma State Department of 
Education to expand professional development efforts for Oklahoma schools interested in utilizing the 
free and open resources of OpenSciEd.  

Payment Schedule 

• $25,000 – paid in 2020

• $25,000 – paid in 2021

Payments will be issued through the Williams Foundation donor advised fund at Tulsa Community 
Foundation. 

Please contact Beth Stewart, Corporate Social Responsibility Specialist, (Beth.Stewart@williams.com) 
with any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Laura Creekmur 
President of the Williams Foundation 


